130 PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
a mile west lies the snow-pass referred to leading from the Barmal glacier to the Bara Zaj Nai and also to the North-West Col and nala, which is accessible on both sides by easy snow-slopes. It is over this pass that the natives take their yak-caravans from Tongtd, and this was the pass used by Dr Neve, also under the name of the Barmal La.
On the route hither, as sufficient brushwood had been found at both camps for all needs, the coolies had been forbidden to use the five loads brought from the Shafat. Notwithstanding this, on arrival at Barmal Camp the loads had dwindled in size and, if used freely, would not last a day, and we were at over 17,500 feet, a good 5000 feet above the wood-line* The khansamah called up one of the most intelligent coolies, who said they could go down in one day into the Bara Zaj Nai, and the second day return with wood, so it was arranged that thirty coolies should start early the next morning for this purpose.
We had planned on that day to attempt the ascent of Mount Nieve Penitente, which from its position waa sure to afford a fine view of the topographical features of the region, but it was aa angry-